[Sarcomatoid carcinomas of the upper airways].
The sarcomatoid carcinoma of the superior aerodigestive tracts is a rare malignant tumour which presents diagnostic and therapeutic challenges. We report 11 cases of spindle cell carcinomas of the upper airways. Sex-ratio was 10:1 and the mean age was 57.3 years (30 - 75 years). Nine patients were smokers and 4 presented with a history of radiation exposure. Tumoral locations were as follows: larynx: 6, hypopharynx: 1, oropharynx: 1, nasopharynx: 1, oral cavity: 2. Histological diagnosis in 3 cases required the use of immunohistochemical studies. Four patients were first seen at an advanced stage. This left 9 patients and among them 7 received a curative treatment: 5 by surgery alone, 1 by surgery and radiotherapy, 1 by radiotherapy, 1 by chemo-radiotherapy for the nasopharyngeal lesion and 1 by chemotherapy alone. Two patients died from their disease before treatment. With an average delay of 15.4 months, the rates of global survival and disease-free were 5/9 and 4/9 respectively. The sarcomatoid carcinoma of the upper airways is rare, but not unusual. Its diagnosis benefits from progresses in immunohistochemistry, but also from advances in the field of molecular biology. Its treatment and natural evolution remain controversial.